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EXTRA: A “SEASONAL” PROMISE
A. The Season? Pentecost (Feast of Weeks)
B. The first mention of the promise.
John 14:15-17 – “15 “If you love me, keep my commands. 16 And I will ask the
Father, and he will give you another advocate to help you and be with you
forever— 17 the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither
sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will
be[c] in you.”
1. “HIM,” not ”IT”
I.

C. A reminder about the promise.
Luke 24:46-49 – “46 He told them, “This is what is written: The Messiah will
suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, 47 and repentance for the
forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at
Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these things. 49 I am going to send you what
my Father has promised; but stay in the city until you have been clothed with
power from on high.”
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D.

The fulfillment of the promise

Acts 1:1-9 – “In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began
to do and to teach 2 until the day he was taken up to heaven, after giving
instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen. 3 After his
suffering, he presented himself to them and gave many convincing proofs that
he was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about
the kingdom of God. 4 On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he
gave them this command: command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the
gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. 5 For John
baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with[b] the Holy
Spirit.” 6 Then they gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, are you at this
time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He said to them: “It is not for
you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own authority. 8 But
you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the
earth.” 9 After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud
hid him from their sight.”
II.

GENESIS 12:1-9: AN UNCONDITIONAL PROMISE OF GOD

The LORD had said to Abram, “Go from your country, your people and your
father’s household to the land I will show you. 2 “I will make you into a great
nation, and I will bless you; I will make your name great, and you will be a
blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse;
and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you.” 4 So Abram went, as
the LORD had told him; and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five years
old when he set out from Harran. 5 He took his wife Sarai, his nephew Lot, all
the possessions they had accumulated and the people they had acquired in
Harran, and they set out for the land of Canaan, and they arrived there. Abram
traveled through the land as far as the site of the great tree of Moreh at
Shechem. At that time the Canaanites were in the land. 7 The LORD appeared to
Abram and said, “To your offspring I will give this land.” So he built an altar
there to the LORD, who had appeared to him. 8 From there he went on toward
the hills east of Bethel and pitched his tent, with Bethel on the west and Ai on
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the east. There he built an altar to the LORD and called on the name of the
LORD. 9 Then Abram set out and continued toward the Negev.
A.

B.

What makes this promise of God unconditional?
1. God indicates what God will do. “I will…”
2. The fulfillment of the promise is not contingent on how people feel.
3. The fulfillment of the promise is not contingent on what people do.
Do people have any part in the process?

III. ANALYSIS & CONTEXT OF THE TEXT
A. General context: God calls Abram to GO!
1. Name change occurs in Genesis 17:9
2. Is this something you would have done or considered doing?
B. God says, “this is what I will do.”
1. Notice that there is no “if” clause or “when” clause.
2. “I will make you into a great nation.”
3. “I will bless you.”
4. “I will make your name great.”
5. “You will be a blessing.”
6. “I will bless those who bless you.”
7. “Whoever curses you I will curse.”
8. “All peoples on earth will be blessed through you.”
C. What did Abram do?
1. He went.
2. He worshiped.
3. He wandered.
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IV. POINTS TO PONDER
1. An easy question; “Would you be willing to do this?”
2. A hard question; “Would you be willing to do this at 75 years of
age?”
3. A harder question; “Would you be willing to do this not knowing
where you were going?
4. Maybe the hardest question; “Would you be willing to do this, taking
your family with you?”
a. Everybody can’t go with you…
5. Have these promises that God made been fulfilled?
V. 2 OTHER VERY IMPORTANT PASSAGES
Genesis 17:1-14
When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to him and said, “I
am God Almighty; walk before me faithfully and be blameless. 2 Then I will
make my covenant between me and you and will greatly increase your
numbers.” 3 Abram fell facedown, and God said to him, 4 “As for me, this is my
covenant with you: You will be the father of many nations. 5 No longer will you
be called Abram[b]; your name will be Abraham,[c] for I have made you a father
of many nations. 6 I will make you very fruitful; I will make nations of you, and
kings will come from you. 7 I will establish my covenant as an everlasting
covenant between me and you and your descendants after you for the
generations to come, to be your God and the God of your descendants after
you. 8 The whole land of Canaan, where you now reside as a foreigner, I will
give as an everlasting possession to you and your descendants after you; and I
will be their God.” 9 Then God said to Abraham, “As for you, you must keep my
covenant, you and your descendants after you for the generations to
come. 10 This is my covenant with you and your descendants after you, the
covenant you are to keep: Every male among you shall be circumcised. 11 You
are to undergo circumcision, and it will be the sign of the covenant between
me and you. 12 For the generations to come every male among you who is
eight days old must be circumcised, including those born in your household or
Page 4

bought with money from a foreigner—those who are not your offspring.
13
Whether born in your household or bought with your money, they must be
circumcised. My covenant in your flesh is to be an everlasting covenant. 14 Any
uncircumcised male, who has not been circumcised in the flesh, will be cut off
from his people; he has broken my covenant.”
Deuteronomy 6:1-12
These are the commands, decrees and laws the LORD your God directed me to
teach you to observe in the land that you are crossing the Jordan to possess,
2
so that you, your children and their children after them may fear the Lord
your God as long as you live by keeping all his decrees and commands that I
give you, and so that you may enjoy long life. 3 Hear, Israel, and be careful to
obey so that it may go well with you and that you may increase greatly in a
land flowing with milk and honey, just as the LORD, the God of your ancestors,
promised you. 4 Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. 5 Love the
LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your
strength. 6 These commandments that I give you today are to be on your
hearts. 7 Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home
and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get
up. 8 Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads.
9
Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on your gates. 10 When
the LORD your God brings you into the land he swore to your fathers, to
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, to give you—a land with large, flourishing cities you
did not build, 11 houses filled with all kinds of good things you did not provide,
wells you did not dig, and vineyards and olive groves you did not plant—then
when you eat and are satisfied, 12 be careful that you do not forget the LORD,
who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery.
Deuteronomy 7:7-11
The LORD did not set his affection on you and choose you because you were
more numerous than other peoples, for you were the fewest of all people. 8 But
it was because the LORD loved you and kept the oath he swore to your
ancestors that he brought you out with a mighty hand and redeemed you from
7
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the land of slavery, from the power of Pharaoh king of Egypt. 9 Know therefore
that the LORD your God is God; he is the faithful God, keeping his covenant of
love to a thousand generations of those who love him and keep his
commandments. 10 But those who hate him he will repay to their face by
destruction; he will not be slow to repay to their face those who hate him.
11
Therefore, take care to follow the commands, decrees and laws I give you
today.
VI. NEXT WEEK: A CONDITIONAL PROMISE – READ DEUTERONOMY
11

Join us on the St. Matthew Prayer Line daily at 6 am & 9:30 pm.
CALL-IN PHONE NUMBER: (206) 806-9984
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