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THE SANHEDRIN

The Jewish high court consisted of 71 men and was led by the high priest.
The Sanhedrin council could decide almost any fate of its people—excpet the
death penalty, which was decided by the Romans. The courtroom of the
Sanhedrin was located within the Chamber of Hewn Stone inside the Temple.

Chamber of
Hewn Stone

Council ‘ Courtyard |
meetings
held
ANNAS - “JUDGMENT HALL #1”

1. Appointed high priest around AD 6 by Quirinius. Served as high priest until
AD 15.

2. Continued to exert influence after he was removed.

3. A wealthy Sadducee.
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4. After Jesus’ arrest, his first appearance was before Annas

12Then the detachment of soldiers with its commander and the Jewish officials arrested
Jesus. They bound him " and brought him first to Annas, who was the father-in-law of
Caiaphas, the high priest that year. — John 18:12-13

5. Five of his sons and his son-in-law, Joseph Caiaphas, succeeded him in the
office of high priest.

6. It was during the first meeting with Annas that false charges were
manufactured against Jesus which would call for the death penalty.

19 Meanwhile, the high priest questioned Jesus about his disciples and his teaching. 2°“I have
spoken openly to the world,” Jesus replied. “I always taught in synagogues or at the temple,
where all the Jews come together. | said nothing in secret. 2 Why question me? Ask those who
heard me. Surely they know what | said.” 22When Jesus said this, one of the officials nearby
slapped him in the face. “Is this the way you answer the high priest?” he demanded. 2 “If | said
something wrong,” Jesus replied, “testify as to what is wrong. But if | spoke the truth, why did you
strike me?” 2*Then Annas sent him bound to Caiaphas the high priest. —John 18:19-24

7. Annas was also involved in the persecution of the early church and appeared
at the trial of Peter and John

The priests and the captain of the temple guard and the Sadducees came up to Peter and
John while they were speaking to the people. 2 They were greatly disturbed because the
apostles were teaching the people, proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection of the dead.

3 They seized Peter and John and, because it was evening, they put them in jail until the
next day. 4 But many who heard the message believed; so the number of men who
believed grew to about five thousand. ® The next day the rulers, the elders and the
teachers of the law met in Jerusalem. ® Annas the high priest was there, and so were
Caiaphas, John, Alexander and others of the high priest's family. ? They had Peter and John
brought before them and began to question them: "By what power or what name did you
do this?” 8Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them: “Rulers and elders of the
people! ? If we are being called to account today for an act of kindness shown to a man
who was lame and are being asked how he was healed, '° then know this, you and all the
people of Israel: It is by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified but
whom God raised from the dead, that this man stands before you healed. ' Jesus is “'the
stone you builders rejected, which has become the cornerstone.’ 2 Salvation is found in
no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to mankind by which we must
be saved.” ¥ When they saw the courage of Peter and John and realized that they were
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unschooled, ordinary men, they were astonished and they took note that these men had
been with Jesus. ¥ But since they could see the man who had been healed standing there
with them, there was nothing they could say. ®* So they ordered them to withdraw from
the Sanhedrin and then conferred together. '® “What are we going to do with these men?”
they asked. “Everyone living in Jerusalem knows they have performed a notable sign, and
we cannot deny it. 7 But to stop this thing from spreading any further among the people,
we must warn them to speak no longer to anyone in this name.” 8 Then they called them
in again and commanded them not to speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus. '° But
Peter and John replied, “Which is right in God's eyes: to listen to you, or to him? You be
the judges! 2% As for us, we cannot help speaking about what we have seen and heard.”

21 After further threats they let them go. They could not decide how to punish them,
because all the people were praising God for what had happened. 22 For the man who was
miraculously healed was over forty years old. — Acts 4:1-22

Il. CAIAPHAS - “JUDGMENT HALL #2”

1. Son-in-law of Annas (former high priest)

2. Jewish high priest during the time of Jesus’ ministry

3. A Sadducee. They were often wealthy, held the majority seat in the
Sanhedrin, sought to appease their Roman rulers, and were heavily involved in
politics. Sadducees also denied the afterlife and any existence of the spiritual
world which kept them at odds with Jesus and his teachings.

4. Caiaphas called for Jesus’ death because he did not want the Roman Empire ta
get angry about the number of people following Jesus, and, because he
accused Jesus of blasphemy.

45 Therefore many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary, and had seen what Jesus

did, believed in him. #¢ But some of them went to the Pharisees and told them what Jesus
had done. * Then the chief priests and the Pharisees called a meeting of the Sanhedrin.
"What are we accomplishing?” they asked. “"Here is this man performing many signs. 48 If
we let him go on like this, everyone will believe in him, and then the Romans will come
and take away both our temple and our nation.” %° Then one of them, named Caiaphas,
who was high priest that year, spoke up, “You know nothing at all! *® You do not realize
that it is better for you that one man die for the people than that the whole nation perish.’
*1He did not say this on his own, but as high priest that year he prophesied that Jesus
would die for the Jewish nation, 2 and not only for that nation but also for the scattered
children of God, to bring them together and make them one. >® So from that day on they
plotted to take his life. — John 11:45-53

" Those who had arrested Jesus took him to Caiaphas the high priest, where the teachers
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of the law and the elders had assembled. *® But Peter followed him at a distance, right up
to the courtyard of the high priest. He entered and sat down with the guards to see the
outcome. *?The chief priests and the whole Sanhedrin were looking for false evidence
against Jesus so that they could put him to death. ¢ But they did not find any, though
many false witnesses came forward. Finally two came forward ' and declared, “This fellow
said, 'l am able to destroy the temple of God and rebuild it in three days.” ¢ Then the
high priest stood up and said to Jesus, “Are you not going to answer? What is this
testimony that these men are bringing against you?” ¢ But Jesus remained silent. The high
priest said to him, “I charge you under oath by the living God: Tell us if you are the
Messiah, the Son of God.” ® "You have said so,"” Jesus replied. “But | say to all of you: From
now on you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Mighty One and
coming on the clouds of heaven.” ¢ Then the high priest tore his clothes and said, “He hag
spoken blasphemy! Why do we need any more witnesses? Look, now you have heard the
blasphemy. 8 What do you think?” “He is worthy of death,” they answered. " Then they
spit in his face and struck him with their fists. Others slapped him ¢ and said, “"Prophesy to
us, Messiah. Who hit you?”- Matthew 26:57-68

I11. PONTIUS PILATE PART 1-“JUDGMENT HALL #3”
1. Reluctant to crucify Jesus. Wanted to let Jesus off. Found no grounds for the
death penalty.
2. Sent Jesus to Herod.

Then the whole assembly rose and led him off to Pilate. 2 And they began to accuse him,
saying, “We have found this man subverting our nation. He opposes payment of taxes to
Caesar and claims to be Messiah, a king.” 3 So Pilate asked Jesus, “Are you the king of the
Jews?" “You have said so,” Jesus replied. *Then Pilate announced to the chief priests and
the crowd, “I find no basis for a charge against this man.” ®But they insisted, “He stirs up
the people all over Judea by his teaching. He started in Galilee and has come all the way
here.” ©On hearing this, Pilate asked if the man was a Galilean. ” When he learned that
Jesus was under Herod's jurisdiction, he sent him to Herod, who was also in Jerusalem at
that time. — Luke 23:1-7

IV. HEROD (ANTIPAS, THE TETRACH) - “JUDGMENT HALL #4”
1. After Herod questioned Jesus, he sent him back to Pilate.

8 When Herod saw Jesus, he was greatly pleased, because for a long time he had been
wanting to see him. From what he had heard about him, he hoped to see him perform a
sign of some sort. ? He plied him with many questions, but Jesus gave him no answer.
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1% The chief priests and the teachers of the law were standing there, vehemently accusing
him. ' Then Herod and his soldiers ridiculed and mocked him. Dressing him in an elegant
robe, they sent him back to Pilate. > That day Herod and Pilate became friends—before
this they had been enemies. — Luke 23:8-12

2. Also known for ordering the death of John the Baptist

At that time Herod the tetrarch heard the reports about Jesus, 2 and he said to his
attendants, “This is John the Baptist; he has risen from the dead! That is why miraculous
powers are at work in him.” 3Now Herod had arrested John and bound him and put him
in prison because of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, 4 for John had been saying to him:
“It is not lawful for you to have her.” ® Herod wanted to kill John, but he was afraid of the
people, because they considered John a prophet. © On Herod's birthday the daughter of
Herodias danced for the guests and pleased Herod so much 7 that he promised with an
oath to give her whatever she asked. 8 Prompted by her mother, she said, “Give me here
on a platter the head of John the Baptist.” ? The king was distressed, but because of his
oaths and his dinner guests, he ordered that her request be granted '®and had John
beheaded in the prison. ' His head was brought in on a platter and given to the girl, who
carried it to her mother. 12 John's disciples came and took his body and buried it. Then
they went and told Jesus. — Matthew 14:1-12

V. PILATE’S WIFE
1. Unnamed in the Bible, but the Gospel of Nicodemus, refers to her as Claudia
Procula.
2. Had a dream about Jesus. Told Pilate not to mess with him.

Y While Pilate was sitting on the judge's seat, his wife sent him this message: “Don't have
anything to do with that innocent man, for | have suffered a great deal today in a
dream because of him.” — Matthew 27:19

VI. PONTIUS PILATE PART 2 - JUDGEMENT HALL #5”
1. Herod sent Jesus back to Pilate. Pilate found no fault in Jesus.

13 Pilate called together the chief priests, the rulers and the people, ' and said to them,
“You brought me this man as one who was inciting the people to rebellion. | have
examined him in your presence and have found no basis for your charges against him.
1> Neither has Herod, for he sent him back to us; as you can see, he has done nothing to
deserve death. ® Therefore, | will punish him and then release him.” "1 — Luke 23:13-16
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2. Pilate had an additional conversation with Jesus.

28 Then the Jewish leaders took Jesus from Caiaphas to the palace of the Roman
governor. By now it was early morning, and to avoid ceremonial uncleanness they did not
enter the palace, because they wanted to be able to eat the Passover. 22 So Pilate came out
to them and asked, “What charges are you bringing against this man?” 3% If he were not
a criminal,” they replied, “we would not have handed him over to you.” 3! Pilate said, "Take
him yourselves and judge him by your own law.” “But we have no right to execute
anyone,” they objected. 32 This took place to fulfill what Jesus had said about the kind of
death he was going to die. 33 Pilate then went back inside the palace, summoned Jesus
and asked him, "Are you the king of the Jews?” 34"Is that your own idea,” Jesus asked, “on
did others talk to you about me?” 35“Am | a Jew?" Pilate replied. “Your own people and
chief priests handed you over to me. What is it you have done?” 3¢ Jesus said, "My
kingdom is not of this world. If it were, my servants would fight to prevent my arrest by
the Jewish leaders. But now my kingdom is from another place.” 37 “You are a king, then!”
said Pilate. Jesus answered, "You say that | am a king. In fact, the reason | was born and
came into the world is to testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of truth listens to me.”
38 "What is truth?” retorted Pilate. With this he went out again to the Jews gathered there
and said, "I find no basis for a charge against him. 3? But it is your custom for me to release
to you one prisoner at the time of the Passover. Do you want me to release ‘the king of
the Jews'?” 4°They shouted back, “No, not him! Give us Barabbas!” Now Barabbas had
taken part in an uprising. — John 18:28-40

3. Ultimately, succumbed to the pressure of the crowd to release Barabbas.
Washed his hands of the matter.

20 Byt the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowd to ask for Barabbas and to
have Jesus executed. 2! “Which of the two do you want me to release to you?" asked the
governor. "Barabbas,” they answered. #“What shall | do, then, with Jesus who is called the
Messiah?” Pilate asked. They all answered, “Crucify him!" 22 “Why? What crime has he
committed?” asked Pilate. But they shouted all the louder, “Crucify him!" 24 When Pilate
saw that he was getting nowhere, but that instead an uproar was starting, he took water
and washed his hands in front of the crowd. “I am innocent of this man’s blood,” he said.
“It is your responsibility!” 2° All the people answered, “His blood is on us and on our
children!” 26 Then he released Barabbas to them. But he had Jesus flogged, and handed
him over to be crucified. — Matthew 27:20-26
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VI. BARABBAS
1. Also called Jesus Barabbas.” Interesting...
2. The prisoner released by Pilate in place of Jesus. The “compromise
candidate.”

38 "What is truth?” retorted Pilate. With this he went out again to the Jews gathered there
and said, "I find no basis for a charge against him. 3 But it is your custom for me to release
to you one prisoner at the time of the Passover. Do you want me to release ‘the king of
the Jews'?” 4°They shouted back, “No, not him! Give us Barabbas!” Now Barabbas had
taken part in an uprising. — John 18:38-40

Crucifixion Was a Roman Process!

The Romans perfected crucifixion for 500 years until it was abolished by Constantine | in
the 4th century AD. Crucifixion in Roman times was applied mostly to slaves, disgraced
soldiers, Christians and foreigners-—-only very rarely to Roman citizens.

VII. NEXT WEEK - NO BIBLE STUDY
e Resume on Tuesday, April 26
e Subject ideas?

Join us on the St. Matthew Prayer Line daily at 6 am & 9:30 pm.
CALL-IN PHONE NUMBER: (206) 806-9984
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Free COVID-19
Vaccines and Testing!

NO APPOINTMENT NEEDED WALK INS WELCOME

You do not need to show ID, documentation, or proof
of insurance to get vaccinated

Friday, April 22, 2022

Location: St. Matthew AME Church
Address: 336 Oakwood Ave, Orange, NJ 07050
Time: 2PM-7PM

All COVID-19 Vaccines available (except Pfizer 5-11)
All doses and all boosters are available
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