FROM THE SEA TO THE CROSS
SIMON PETER

Peter’s Family
Originally called Simon, a very common Jewish name in the New Testament. He was the son of
Jonah. Jonah had the privilege of being the father of Simon Peter the 1st Apostle and Andrew the
2nd Apostle
Simon’s mother is nowhere named in Scripture. He had a younger brother called Andrew, who
first brought him to Jesus. His native town was Bethsaida (John 1:44), on the western coast of
the Sea of Galilee, to which also Philip belonged. Here he was brought up by the shores of the
Sea of Galilee and was trained to the occupation of a fisher. Some speculation was that his
father had probably died while he was still young, and he and his brother were brought up
under the care of Zebedee and his wife Salome. There the four youths, Simon, Andrew, James,
and John, spent their boyhood and early manhood in constant fellowship. Simon and his brother
doubtless enjoyed all the advantages of religious training and were early instructed in an
acquaintance with the Scriptures and with the great prophecies regarding the coming of the
Messiah. They did not probably enjoy, however, any special training in the study of the law
under any of the rabbis. When Peter appeared before the Sanhedrin, he looked like an
"unlearned man".
Simon Peter probably had a wife or could have been widowed, but at one time he had a
mother-in-law. The three Synoptic Gospel recount how Peter's mother-in-law was healed by
Jesus at their home in Capernaum (Matthew 8:14–17, Mark 1:29–31, Luke 4:38); 1 Corinthians
9:5 has also been taken to imply that he was married.
***********

Called to be Fisher of Men
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The first miraculous catch of fish take place early in the ministry of Jesus and result in Peter, as
well as James and John, the sons of Zebedee, joining Jesus vocationally as disciples
In the Synoptic Gospels, (the gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, which describe events from a
similar point of view, as contrasted with that of John. Peter (then Simon) was a fisherman
along with his brother, Andrew and the sons of Zebedee, James and John.
Jesus Calls His First Disciples Matthew 4:18-22
18 As

Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon called Peter and
his brother Andrew. They were casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen. 19 “Come,
follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will send you out to fish for people.” 20 At once they left their nets
and followed him. 21 Going on from there, he saw two other brothers, James, son of Zebedee
and his brother John. They were in a boat with their father Zebedee, preparing their nets. Jesus
called them, 22 and immediately they left the boat and their father and followed him.
Jesus Calls His First Disciples – Luke 5:1-11
5 One day as Jesus was standing by the Lake of Gennesaret, the people were crowding around
him and listening to the word of God. 2 He saw at the water’s edge two boats, left there by the
fishermen, who were washing their nets. 3 He got into one of the boats, the one belonging to
Simon, and asked him to put out a little from shore. Then he sat down and taught the people
from the boat. 4 When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into deep water,
and let down the nets for a catch.” 5 Simon answered, “Master, we’ve worked hard all night and
haven’t caught anything. But because you say so, I will let down the nets.” 6 When they had
done so, they caught such a large number of fish that their nets began to break. 7 So they
signaled their partners in the other boat to come and help them, and they came and filled both
boats so full that they began to sink. 8 When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at Jesus’ knees and
said, “Go away from me, Lord; I am a sinful man!” 9 For he and all his companions were
astonished at the catch of fish they had taken, 10 and so were James and John, the sons of
Zebedee, Simon’s partners. Then Jesus said to Simon, “Don’t be afraid; from now on you will
fish for people.” 11 So they pulled their boats up on shore, left everything, and followed him
Peter and his partners, James and John left everything and followed Jesus.
A Disagreement: The Gospel of John depicts Peter fishing, even after the resurrection of Jesus,
in the story of the Catch of 153 fish. In Matthew and Mark, Jesus called Simon and his brother
Andrew to be "fishers of men" (Matthew 4:18–22, Mark 1:16–17)
Gospel of John 21:1-14, vs 11 Miraculous catch of 153 fish, seems to recall the first catch, and that it
takes place after the resurrection of Christ.
*********

THE JOURNEY CONTINUES WITH JESUS
Peter and Jesus Christ
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Jesus at once recognized Simon, and declared that hereafter he would be called Cephas, an
Aramaic name corresponding to the Greek Petros, which means "a mass of rock detached from
the living rock." The Aramaic name does not occur again, but the name Peter gradually
displaces the old name Simon, although Jesus always uses the name Simon when addressing
him. We are not told what impression the first interview with Jesus produced on the mind of
Simon. When we next meet him, it is by the Sea of Galilee. There the four (Simon and Andrew,
James and John) had an unsuccessful night's fishing. Jesus appeared suddenly, and entering into
Simon's boat, bade him launch forth and let down the nets. He did so and enclosed a great
multitude of fishes. This was plainly a miracle wrought before Simon's eyes. The awe-stricken
disciple cast himself at the feet of Jesus, crying, "Depart from me; for I am a sinful man, O Lord".
Jesus addressed him with the assuring words, "Fear not," and announced to him his life's work.
Simon responded at once to the call to become a disciple, and after this, we find him constantly
with the Lord.
He is next called into the rank of the apostleship and becomes a "fisher of men" in the stormy
seas of the world of human life, and takes a more and more prominent part in all the leading
events of our Lord's life. It is he who utters that notable profession of faith at Capernaum, and
again at Caesarea Philippi. This profession at Caesarea was one of supreme importance, and our
Lord in response used these memorable words: "Thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build
my church."

In a dialogue between Jesus and his disciples (Matthew 16:13-19) Jesus asks, "Who do people
say that the Son of Man is?" The disciples give various answers. When he asks, "Who do you say
that I am?", Simon Peter answers, "You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God." Jesus then
declares: Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by flesh and
blood, but by my Father in heaven. And I tell you that you are Cephas (Peter) (Petros), and on
this rock (petra) I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it. I will give
you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven,
and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.
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IMPULSIVE PETER

A Lenten Lesson`
Peter walks on water (Matthew 14:28–33)
After Jesus fed the five thousand, he told the disciples to get into their boats and head to the
other side of the lake. Matthew, Mark, and Luke all record that Jesus later walked on water to
catch up with their boats (Matthew 14:22–36, Mark 6:45–56, John 6:16–24), but Matthew adds
an exchange between Peter and Jesus:
“‘Lord, if it’s you,’ Peter replied, ‘tell me to come to you on the water.’
‘Come,’ he said.
Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on the water and came toward Jesus. But when
he saw the wind, he was afraid and, beginning to sink, cried out, ‘Lord, save me!’
Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught him. ‘You of little faith,” he said, “why
did you doubt?’
And when they climbed into the boat, the wind died down. Then those who were in the boat
worshiped him, saying, ‘Truly you are the Son of God.’” —Matthew 14:28–33
Peter’s bold reactions often get him into trouble, but in this case, it allowed him
to participate in a miracle the other disciples merely witnessed.
The Gospels portray Peter as a bold and impulsive man. When he sees Jesus walking on the
water, he tries to do the same and fails. (Matthew 14:28-31) He is the first among the disciples
to confess his faith in Jesus as “the Messiah, the Son of the living God,” and yet does not want
to accept Jesus’ prediction of his Passion. (Matthew 16:16; 22). When he witnesses the
Transfiguration of Jesus and sees Moses and Elijah with him, he is filled with fear and
wonderment, and in his bewildered state of mind volunteers to erect three shelters for them.
(Luke 9:33) Peter is the one who swears that he will remain faithful to Jesus, even if all the
others abandon him. (Mark 14:29)
Peter was an enthusiastic disciple, but also a man with weaknesses and flaws. After Jesus’
arrest, Peter denied him three times, just as Jesus had predicted. (Luke 22:54-62) Yet, with all
his faults and limitations, Jesus chose Peter to be the Rock upon which he would build his
Church. Jesus commissioned Peter to be the leader of the early Christian community. “I say to
you, you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church, and the gates of the Hades shall
not prevail against it. I will give you the keys to the kingdom of heaven.” (Matthew 16:18-19a)
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Pre-Easter or Post Easter
A common view of Peter is provided by Jesuit Father Daniel J. Harrington, who
suggests that Peter was an unlikely symbol of stability. While he was one of the first
disciples called and was the spokesman for the group, Peter is also the exemplar of
"little faith". In Matthew 14 Peter will soon have Jesus say to him, "O you of little
faith, why did you doubt?", and he will eventually deny Jesus three times. Thus, in
light of the Easter event, Peter became an exemplar of the forgiven sinner. Outside the
Catholic Church, opinions vary as to the interpretation of this passage with respect to
what authority and responsibility, if any, Jesus was giving to Peter.
In the Eastern Orthodox Church this passage is interpreted as not implying a special
prominence to the person of Peter, but to Peter's position as representative of the
Apostles. The word used for "rock" (petra) grammatically refers to "a small detachment
of the massive ledge", not to a massive boulder. Thus, Orthodox sacred
tradition understands Jesus' words as referring to the apostolic faith.
The nature of this episode and the similarity in content with the saying of Jesus in John
20:22f. have led some commentators to suggest that this was actually a postEaster. For Matthew the Church is the continuation of the OT people of God. This
benediction of Jesus regarding Peter and the Church was highly significant for Matthew
with his ecclesiastical concern to teach and guide those who believe in Jesus Christ. So
the event was reported by Matthew as a pre-Easter event. *

Luke 22:31-34 - 31 “Simon, Simon, Satan has asked to sift all of you as
wheat. 32 But I have prayed for you, Simon, that your faith may not fail. And
when you have turned back, strengthen your brothers.” 33 But he replied,
“Lord, I am ready to go with you to prison and to death.” 34 Jesus answered, “I
tell you, Peter, before the rooster crows today, you will deny three times that
you know me.”

Oscar Cullmann, Peter: Disciple—Apostle—Martyr [1953], p. 183)
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The ROCK STUMBLES

LUKE 22:55-62

55 And when some there had kindled a fire in the middle of the courtyard and had sat down
together, Peter sat down with them. 56 A servant girl saw him seated there in the firelight. She
looked closely at him and said, “This man was with him.” 57 But he denied it. “Woman, I don’t
know him,” he said. 58 A little later someone else saw him and said, “You also are one of them.”
“Man, I am not!” Peter replied. 59 About an hour later another asserted, “Certainly this fellow
was with him, for he is a Galilean.” 60 Peter replied, “Man, I don’t know what you’re talking
about!” Just as he was speaking, the rooster crowed. 61 The Lord turned and looked straight at
Peter. Then Peter remembered the word the Lord had spoken to him: “Before the rooster crows
today, you will disown me three times.” 62 And he went outside and wept bitterly
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Denial of Jesus by Peter
All four canonical gospels recount that, during Last Supper, Jesus foretold that Peter would deny him
three times before the following cockcrow ("before the cock crows twice" in Mark's account). The
three Synoptics and John describe the three denials as follows:
1. A denial when a female servant of the high priest spots Simon Peter, saying that he
had been with Jesus. According to Mark (but not in all manuscripts), "the rooster
crowed". Only Luke and John mention a fire by which Peter was warming himself
among other people: according to Luke, Peter was "sitting"; according to John, he
was "standing".
2. A denial when Simon Peter had gone out to the gateway, away from the firelight, but
the same servant girl (per Mark) or another servant girl (per Matthew) or a man
(per Luke and also John, for whom, though, this is the third denial) told the
bystanders he was a follower of Jesus. According to John, "the rooster crowed". The
Gospel of John places the second denial while Peter was still warming himself at the
fire, and gives as the occasion of the third denial a claim by someone to have seen
him in the garden of Gethsemane when Jesus was arrested.
3. A denial came when Peter's Galilean accent was taken as proof that he was indeed
a disciple of Jesus. According to Matthew, Mark and Luke, "the rooster crowed".
Matthew adds that it was his accent that gave him away as coming from Galilee.
Luke deviates slightly from this by stating that, rather than a crowd accusing Simon
Peter, it was a third individual. John does not mention the Galilean accent.
We just read in the Gospel of Luke is a record of Christ telling Peter: "Simon, Simon, behold, Satan
hath desired
to have you, that he may sift you as wheat: but I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not: and
when thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren." In a reminiscent scene in John's epilogue, Peter
affirms three times that he loves Jesus.

Discuss times we deny Christ!
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Peter’s Cross
According to church tradition, Peter was killed by Emperor Nero around 64 AD, after the Great
Fire of Rome which he famously blamed Christians for starting. A second-century apocryphal
text called Acts of Peter was the first record claiming Peter was crucified upside down because
he didn’t consider himself worthy of dying the same death as Jesus.

Saint Peter died between AD 64 and 68 on the Vatican Hill. It is the location of St. Peter’s Basilica. St.
Peter’s Basilica is the church built in the Renaissance style located in Vatican City, the papal enclave that
is within the city of Rome. The new Basilica was completed on November 18, 1626.
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Is Saint Peter waiting at the Pearly Gates?
Peter is often portrayed in art and literature as the gatekeeper of heaven,
deciding who does and doesn’t get in. This trope comes from Matthew 16:19,
when Jesus says “I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven,” but
beyond that, this picture of Peter is only loosely based on Scripture.
Peter typically holds a book which contains the names of who does or doesn’t
get into heaven. This is likely “the book of life,” which Revelation connects to
the judgment of the dead:

Simon Peter - Encyclopedia of The Bible - Bible Gateway
Who Was Peter and Why Was He So Important? - Bible Study (crosswalk.com)
Who Was the Apostle Peter? The Beginner's Guide - OverviewBible
— Dunn 2001, p. 577, Ch. 32
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Scriptures: Peter’s Ministry Continues …..
Acts 2:38
38 Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for
the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.

1 Peter 5:10
10 And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, after you have suffered
a little while, will himself restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast.

John 6:68
68 Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life..

Acts 9:32-34
32 As Peter traveled about the country, he went to visit the Lord’s people who lived in
Lydda. 33 There he found a man named Aeneas, who was paralyzed and had been bedridden
for eight years. 34 “Aeneas,” Peter said to him, “Jesus Christ heals you. Get up and roll up
your mat.” Immediately Aeneas got up.

Acts 9:36-43, Tapitha raised from death
36 In Joppa there was a disciple named Tabitha (in Greek her name is Dorcas); she was
always doing good and helping the poor. 37 About that time she became sick and died, and her
body was washed and placed in an upstairs room. 38 Lydda was near Joppa; so when the
disciples heard that Peter was in Lydda, they sent two men to him and urged him, “Please come
at once!” 39 Peter went with them, and when he arrived he was taken upstairs to the room. All
the widows stood around him, crying and showing him the robes and other clothing that Dorcas
had made while she was still with them. 40 Peter sent them all out of the room; then he got
down on his knees and prayed. Turning toward the dead woman, he said, “Tabitha, get up.”
She opened her eyes, and seeing Peter she sat up. 41 He took her by the hand and helped her
to her feet. Then he called for the believers, especially the widows, and presented her to them
alive. 42 This became known all over Joppa, and many people believed in the Lord. 43 Peter
stayed in Joppa for some time with a tanner named Simon.
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Acts 10:9-16, the Dream that gave Gentiles entrance
9 About noon the following day as they were on their journey and approaching the city, Peter
went up on the roof to pray. 10 He became hungry and wanted something to eat, and while the
meal was being prepared, he fell into a trance. 11 He saw heaven opened and something like a
large sheet being let down to earth by its four corners. 12 It contained all kinds of four-footed
animals, as well as reptiles and birds. 13 Then a voice told him, “Get up, Peter. Kill and
eat.” 14 “Surely not, Lord!” Peter replied. “I have never eaten anything impure or
unclean.” 15 The voice spoke to him a second time, “Do not call anything impure that God has
made clean.” 16 This happened three times, and immediately the sheet was taken back to
heaven.

Acts 12:3-19
3 When he saw that this met with approval among the Jews, he proceeded to seize Peter also.
This happened during the Festival of Unleavened Bread. 4 After arresting him, he put him in
prison, handing him over to be guarded by four squads of four soldiers each. Herod intended to
bring him out for public trial after the Passover. 5 So Peter was kept in prison, but the church
was earnestly praying to God for him. 6 The night before Herod was to bring him to trial,
Peter was sleeping between two soldiers, bound with two chains, and sentries stood guard at
the entrance. 7 Suddenly an angel of the Lord appeared and a light shone in the cell. He struck
Peter on the side and woke him up. “Quick, get up!” he said, and the chains fell off Peter’s
wrists. 8 Then the angel said to him, “Put on your clothes and sandals.” And Peter did so. “Wrap
your cloak around you and follow me,” the angel told him. 9 Peter followed him out of the prison,
but he had no idea that what the angel was doing was really happening; he thought he was
seeing a vision. 10 They passed the first and second guards and came to the iron gate leading
to the city. It opened for them by itself, and they went through it. When they had walked the
length of one street, suddenly the angel left him. 11 Then Peter came to himself and said, “Now
I know without a doubt that the Lord has sent his angel and rescued me from Herod’s clutches
and from everything the Jewish people were hoping would happen.” 12 When this had dawned
on him, he went to the house of Mary the mother of John, also called Mark, where many
people had gathered and were praying. 13 Peter knocked at the outer entrance, and a
servant named Rhoda came to answer the door. 14 When she recognized Peter’s voice, she
was so overjoyed she ran back without opening it and exclaimed, “Peter is at the
door!” 15 “You’re out of your mind,” they told her. When she kept insisting that it was so, they
said, “It must be his angel.” 16 But Peter kept on knocking, and when they opened the door and
saw him, they were astonished. 17 Peter motioned with his hand for them to be quiet and
described how the Lord had brought him out of prison. “Tell James and the other brothers and
sisters about this,” he said, and then he left for another place. 18 In the morning, there was no
small commotion among the soldiers as to what had become of Peter. 19 After Herod had a
thorough search made for him and did not find him, he cross-examined the guards and ordered
that they be executed. Then Herod went from Judea to Caesarea and stayed there.
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Acts 11:1-18

1 The apostles and the believers throughout Judea heard that the Gentiles also had received
the word of God. 2 So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised believers criticized
him 3 and said, “You went into the house of uncircumcised men and ate with them.” 4 Starting
from the beginning, Peter told them the whole story: 5 “I was in the city of Joppa praying, and in
a trance I saw a vision. I saw something like a large sheet being let down from heaven by its
four corners, and it came down to where I was. 6 I looked into it and saw four-footed animals of
the earth, wild beasts, reptiles and birds. 7 Then I heard a voice telling me, ‘Get up, Peter. Kill
and eat.’ 8 “I replied, ‘Surely not, Lord! Nothing impure or unclean has ever entered my
mouth.’ 9 “The voice spoke from heaven a second time, ‘Do not call anything impure that God
has made clean.’ 10 This happened three times, and then it was all pulled up to heaven
again. 11 “Right then three men who had been sent to me from Caesarea stopped at the house
where I was staying. 12 The Spirit told me to have no hesitation about going with them. These
six brothers also went with me, and we entered the man’s house. 13 He told us how he had
seen an angel appear in his house and say, ‘Send to Joppa for Simon who is called
Peter. 14 He will bring you a message through which you and all your household will be
saved.’ 15 “As I began to speak, the Holy Spirit came on them as he had come on us at the
beginning. 16 Then I remembered what the Lord had said: ‘John baptized withwater, but you will
be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ 17 So if God gave them the same gift he gave us who believed
in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I to think that I could stand in God’s way?” 18 When they
heard this, they had no further objections and praised God, saying, “So then, even to
Gentiles God has granted repentance that leads to life.”
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