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Picture above: Gustave Doré: depiction of Satan 

Satan, illustration by Gustave Doré from John Milton's Paradise Lost. 
 

What do People think about Satan? 

 
 Laura Geggel (2016) says, “The devil goes by 

many names — Satan, the Prince of Darkness, 

Beelzebub, and Lucifer to name a few — but… 

what do people really know about the brute?” 

Geggel continues quoting Walls, “Christian 

theologians concluded: If everything God creates 

is good, then Satan must have been something 

good that went bad.” 
 

 Elaine Pagels a professor of religion at 

Princeton University said, "I thought of Satan as 

a kind of a joke, kind of a throwaway character, 

in the Book of Job, he's practically a device to 

explain what happened to Job." 
 

 In a nationwide survey of adults’ spiritual beliefs, conducted by the 

Barna Group in 2009, all 1,871 self-described Christians had a diverse set 

of inconsistent beliefs. Four out of ten Christians strongly agreed that 

Satan “is not a living being but is a symbol of evil.” Two out of ten 

Christians said they somewhat agreed with that view. Only 35% of 

Christians believed Satan is real, and  8% were not sure what they believe 

about the existence of Satan. Most Christians believed that a person can 
be under the influence of demons or evil spirits. Two thirds of Christians 
strongly agreed that such influence is real, 25% somewhat agreed, while 
thirty percent rejected the influence of supernatural forces, and 8% were 
undecided. 
 

 Delbanco (1995) noted that at one point Satan was understood to be 

everywhere, but it became difficult to recognize him when he attacked: "It 

is a policy of the Devil," remarked one Englishman in the years before the 

first American settlements, "to persuade us that there is no Devil." He 

remarked that in the Bible the devil speaks to Christ like a pimp, and that 

some Christian circles warned against "imputing to the Devil too much of 



our own sin and guilt." Over time he said people started to question where 

they could find the devil. And if so, in what form? 
 

Even with the debate over his nature, power, and habits, the devil, along 

with his minions and dwelling place, has historically received very little 

attention from church councils.  
 

So what does the word Satan mean? 
 The encyclopedia Britannica tells us that Satan, in Judaism, 
Christianity, and Islam, is known as the prince of evil spirits and 
adversary of God. He is understood to be an angel who rebelled against 
God and was cast out of heaven with other “fallen” angels before the 
creation of humankind. Ezekiel 28: 14-18, and Isaiah 14:12–17 support 
this understanding. Also, in Luke 10: 18 Jesus says he saw Satan fall like 
lightning from heaven.  
 His name, Beelzebub comes from the name of the god of Ekron, 
Baalzebub (II Kings 1) and is used in the Gospels primarily in reference to 
demonic possession. He is also known as the devil (diabolos) more 
frequently in the New Testament than Satan.  
 

What does Satan do?  
In Christian theology the Devil’s main task is that of tempting humans to reject 
the way of life and redemption and to accept the way of death and 
destruction. In the book of Job, it seems that Satan is permitted to test our 
supposed goodness under God’s authority and within the limits that God sets.  
Satan pretends to be an angel of light. He can enter people and act 
through them, hence, a person can be called Satan because of their acts 
or attitude. He uses his demons to possess human bodies, afflicting them 
or making them diseased.  
 

The Antichrist (Encyclopedia Britannica) 
 Antichrist is known as the opposite and ultimate enemy of Christ. 
According to Christian tradition, he will reign terribly in the period prior 
to the Last Judgment. Early Christians applied it to the Roman emperor 
Nero (reigned 54–68 CE) who persecuted the church. The term Antichrist 
first appeared in 1 John 2:18, 22 and 4:3; 2 John 1:7). The Revelation to 
John refers to this figure as “the Beast from the Abyss” (11:7) and “the 
Beast from the Sea” (13:1). In the most sustained account of his 



appearance, 2 Thessalonians 2:1–12, he is called “the man of sin” and 
“son of perdition.”  

 

Detail of The Deeds of Antichrist by Luca 

Signorelli, c. 1505, showing Antichrist 

directed by Satan; in the Duomo, Orvieto, 

Italy. 
Sandro Vannini—De Agostini Editore/age fotostock 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Satan and the Devil  
 The Devil in Western religions, the Devil is viewed as a fallen 
angel who in pride has tried to usurp the position of the one and only 
God. In Judaism and Christianity, the Devil is known as Satan. 
 Islamic theology’s personal name of the Devil is Iblis, who is also 
known as al-Shayṭān (“the Demon”) and ʿAduw Allah (“Enemy of God”).  

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lucifer, sculpture by Guillaume Geefs; in the 

cathedral at Liège, Belg.  
Luc Viatour (www.lucnix.be)Creative Commons Legal Code 
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Satanism (Encyclopedia Britannica) 
 Satanism is any of the various religious or countercultural practices 
and movements centered on the figure of Satan, the Devil, regarded in 
Christianity and Judaism as the embodiment of absolute evil. Historical 
Satanism was also called devil worship, consists of belief in and worship 
of the Judeo-Christian Devil and the explicit rejection of God, and Jesus 
Christ. It was traditionally based on the “black mass,” a corrupted 
rendition of the Christian Eucharist, and ritual magic evocations of Satan.  
 Historical Satanic cults have been documented in Europe and North 
America as far back as the 17th century. Also, the alleged Satanism of 
those people who were tortured to confess and then burned (see Salem 
witch trials).  

Satan in the Bible: Sobering Facts about the Devil 

 “Satan” means “adversary.” 

 Satan is a transliteration of a Hebrew word, which means “adversary,” or 

“opponent.” The word Satan is used multiple times in the Old Testament, often 

referring to anyone who is blocking or challenging someone else. For example: 

• The angel of the Lord opposes Balaam (Numbers 21:22–32). 

• Two of David’s warriors, Joab and Abishai, make life difficult for the 

king (2 Samuel 19:22). 

• Solomon faces political opponents after he turns from God (1 Kings 

11:14–25). 

In each of these episodes, the Hebrew Bible calls these figures Satan, because 

they are acting as adversaries. 
 

 Pride fueled the devil’s origin story. 

 The apostle Paul specifies the qualities he expects of church leaders, and 

mentions the devil. The apostle warns Timothy that any elder “must not be a 

recent convert, or he may become conceited and fall under the same judgment 

as the devil” (1 Timothy 3:6). 
 

 Ezekiel’s oracle against the prince of Tyre                                                   

 The prophet Ezekiel speaks against the ruler of Tyre, an arrogant person 

claiming to be a god himself (28:2). The prophet Ezekiel points to the Garden 

of Eden in verses 12–14. Later in verse 17 Ezekiel tells us that this being had a 

pride problem similar to the prince of Tyre’s.  
 

Isaiah’s parable against the king of Babylon 

https://www.britannica.com/event/Salem-witch-trials
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 The prophet Isaiah compares the king of Babylon to a particularly 

ambitious divine being who has “fallen from heaven” (Isaiah 14:12). This 

character at one point speaks to himself in verses 13–14. 

Heiser notes that this passage reads like “an attempted coup in the divine 

council. […] He wanted to be “like the Most High” (elyon). But there is only 

one God.  
 

 Satan’s domain is earth and Sheol. 
 In Genesis 3 the serpent persuades Adam and Eve to eat the forbidden 

fruit. Adam and Eve are punished, but Satan gets the fiercest curse from the 

God he rebelled against (Genesis 3:14). 

What does this curse mean for Satan? 

 The serpent was cursed to crawl on its belly. This is strikingly similar to 

the fate described in Ezekiel and Isaiah (Ezekiel 28:8, 17; Isaiah 14:11–12, 15). 

The prophets say this rebel was cast to ʾerets, a Hebrew term referring to the 

dirt and metaphorically to the underworld (Heiser). According to Heiser, the 

curse is that the nachash (Hebrew word translated “serpent” in the Bible), who 

wanted to be ‘most high,’ will be ‘most low’ cast away from God and the 

council to earth, and even under the earth. In the underworld, the nachash is 

even lower than the beasts of the field. He is hidden from view and from life in 

God’s world.  
 

 Satan rules the nations of the earth. 

 1 John notes that “the whole world is under the control of the evil one” 

(5:19). Also, Satan’s final offer as he tempts Jesus in the wilderness, “All this I 

will give you,” he said … (Matthew 4:8–9). And Jesus calls him the “prince of 

this world” (John 12: 31, 14:30, 16: 11). 

When did Satan get so much power? 

 Heiser suggests that Satan accumulated this power over the time between  

Genesis 3 to the New Testament times (Rev. 12: 13) and achieved the status of 

the lead opposition to Yahweh.  
 

 Satan commands his own host of demons. 

 By the time of Jesus’ ministry, Satan had not only attained power over all 

the nations of the earth, but he had also amassed a following of demons. The 

Jews of Jesus’ time claimed that it was only by Satan’s power that Jesus could 

cast out demons the way he did. But Jesus says this isn’t the case (Mark 3:23–

26). Freeing people from the influence of these demons was a major part of 

Christ’s earthly ministry—which makes sense, as Jesus came into the world to 

destroy the devil’s work (1 John 3:8). 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gen%203.14?webSyncID=09d2c338-4de8-c21c-c768-a57130d211b6&sessionGUID=15327258-0382-8b71-0122-ebb506dd0565
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 The devil tried to make at least one deal. 

 Scripture does tell us of at least one attempted bargain Satan tried to 

make. In Satan’s attempts to tempt Jesus earlier he offered all the 

kingdoms of the world to Jesus. But there was a catch: Jesus would have 

to bow down and worship the devil. Jesus tells the tempter, “Away from 

me, Satan! For it is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve him 

only’” (Matthew 4: 10). 

Why is Jesus’ refusal to bargain important? 

Heiser explains that if Jesus had given in, it would have been an 

acknowledgment that Satan’s permission was needed to possess the 

nations. Since reclaiming the nations was connected with salvation and 

redemption from the effects of the fall in Eden, accepting Satan’s offer 

would have undermined the necessity of the atonement of the cross. 
 

 Satan is on the defensive 

As was noted earlier from the Garden of Eden until the time of Jesus, 

Satan continued to accumulate power, enough to demand that Jesus 

worship him in exchange for the nations Jesus had come to redeem. 

Then things changed. In all three synoptic gospels, Jesus does three things 

after his trial in the wilderness: 

1. He proclaims that the kingdom of God is at hand. 

2. He begins choosing his disciples. 

3. He begins casting out demons. 

Satan’s power is unravelling. Peter confesses and Jesu responds (Matthew 16: 

16-18). Heiser notes that, “Gates are defensive structures, not offensive 



weapons. The kingdom of God is the aggressor. […] It is the gates of hell that 

are under assault—and they will not hold up against the Church.  
 

 Satan is a liar by nature. 

Jesus tells us that lying is second nature to the devil. “He was a murderer from 

the beginning, not holding to the truth, for there is no truth in him. When he 

lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a liar and the father of lies” (John 

8: 44). The apostles tell us that our enemy is a great deceiver, too. In Acts 5: 3,  

Peter asks, “how is it that Satan has so filled your heart that you have lied to the 

Holy Spirit …?” And Paul later tells the Corinthian church that the serpent 

deceived Eve through cunning lies (2 Corinthians 11: 3) and says that Satan 

himself masquerades as an angel of light (11: 14).   
                                                  

 Satan’s power of death is broken. 

It turns out that Jesus’ death broke at least some of Satan’s deathly power. The 

author of Hebrews explains it this way: “Since the children have flesh and 

blood, he too shared in their humanity so that by his death he might break the 

power of him who holds the power of death—that is, the devil—15 and free 

those who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death” (Heb. 2:14–

15).                      The power of death is waning. Paul claims that death will be 

“swallowed up in victory” (1 Corinthians 15:54). And in the book of 

Revelation, Christ proclaims, “I was dead, and now look, I am alive for ever 

and ever! And I hold the keys of death and Hades” (Revelation 1:18). 

 Satan’s defeat is certain, and imminent. 

Satan’s fate is sealed. John sees the ultimate end of Satan, the devil, the serpent 

of old (Rev. 20: 10). The Bible doesn’t tell us exactly when this will happen. 

But we can trust that the war will be won. Satan will be defeated, and God will 

ultimately run the universe in partnership with his human image-bearers. 

 

EVIL 

What is the definition of evil? 

 Evil is usually thought of as that which is morally wrong, sinful, or 

wicked; however, the word evil can also refer to anything that causes harm. 

Anything that contradicts the holy nature of God is evil (Psalm 51:4). On the 

flip side, any disaster, tragedy, or calamity can also be called an “evil” (1 Kings 

17: 20 KJV). 

 Evil behavior includes sin committed against other people (murder, theft, 

adultery) and evil committed against God (unbelief, idolatry, blasphemy). From 
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the disobedience in the Garden of Eden (Genesis 2:9) to the wickedness of 

Babylon the Great (Revelation 18:2), the Bible speaks of the fact of evil, and 

man is held responsible for the evil he commits: “The one who sins is the one 

who will die” (Ezekiel 18:20). Essentially, evil is a lack of goodness. As it turns 

out, we lack a lot (Romans 3:10). 
 

What is the difference between natural evil and moral evil? 

 Moral evil is evil that is caused by human activity. Murder, rape, robbery, 

embezzlement, hatred, jealousy, etc., are all moral evils. When people, created 

in the image of God, choose to act in defiance of God’s law, the result is moral 

evil. Moral evil can also be linked to inaction—to purposefully ignore a cry for 

help is a moral evil. 

Natural evil is that which causes pain and suffering to humanity but which is 

not due to direct human involvement. Congenital diseases, tsunamis, 

earthquakes, drought, and famine are all cases of natural evil. There is no 

morality involved in such events. 

The only hope for people in a world filled with evil (whether moral or natural) 

is Jesus Christ. He does not promise escape from the evil in this world. In fact, 

He promises that His followers will experience it (John 16: 33). He also 

promises that in the new heaven and the new earth there is no evil or suffering 

of any kind (Revelation 21: 1, 4). The created order will be restored to its 

original balance, eliminating natural evil, and the people will be conformed to 

the image of Christ, eliminating moral evil. 
 

What does it mean not to give the appearance of evil (1 Thessalonians 

5:22)? 

 The actual meaning of this verse is a matter of some debate with 

Christians. Not only do we flee from that which is evil, we flee from that 

which appears to be evil. For instance, a pastor should not be seen frequenting 

a bar because someone may think he is getting drunk.  

Depending on the Bible version you use this verse refers to the "appearance of 

evil" (KJV), "every kind of evil" (NIV and NLT), or "every form of evil" 

(NRSV, NKJV, and ESV). Each is a good translation. The Greek word 

translated "appearance," "form," or "kind" can mean any of these things.  

 One problem with emphasizing the appearance of evil is that it can make 

us slaves to the perceptions of others. There will always be someone who thinks 

that something you are doing is wrong, or that it looks wrong to them. So, 

rather than spending our time getting to know God and serving Him, we worry 

about the possibility that someone, somewhere, might misconstrue our actions.   

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gen%202.9
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rev%2018.2
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ezek%2018.20


At the same time, we are instructed not to allow our Christian freedom to 

become a stumbling block to others (1 Corinthians 8:9). We are also instructed 

to be salt and light in the world (Matthew 5: 13-16). Christians have been set 

apart (2 Cor. 6: 17). 

 So, what is the conclusion? To avoid the appearance of evil, or every 

form of evil, means to stay far away from evil. We need to remain cognizant of 

our witness to the world and of our duty to support fellow believers. We should 

also be aware of our own tendencies toward sin. Rather than flirting with what 

could lead us into sin, we avoid evil altogether. It is important not to judge 

others without first judging our own hearts and motives (Matthew 7: 1-5).  

Avoiding the appearance of evil, or abstaining from every form of evil, means 

to live in God’s light by the power of the Holy Spirit. Don’t worry about the 

perceptions of others but about the integrity of our own walk with Christ.  

 

Got Questions? 
From what we just learned:  
Who is Satan?  
 
 
 

How did Satan tempt Jesus?  

 
 
 
 

What is Satan’s role in the Book of Job?  

 
 
 
 

And the big question for the readers out there is, How is Satan 
described in Paradise Lost?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aJUsH6IRwD0 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ktd3lAU7SoY 
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