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II.

Bible Study Schedule

e In-person Bible Study on the first Tuesday of each month (weather and schedule
permitting. Why?

e Online on the other Tuesdays

e Several Bible Study options

1.

oo

>

OPPORTUNITIES

Wednesday in the Word (34 Wednesday)

2. Men’s Bible Study (every Saturday at 8 am online)
3.
4. ASK Monthly Study of Women in the Bible (every fourth Saturday at 9 am

Women’s Bible Study (every second Saturday at 9 am online)

online)
Church School for all ages (every Sunday after worship)

. A Tribe Called Thrive for younger adults (18-40ish, every Sunday after

worship)

> i

There are

to STUDY and

DISCUSS the BIBLE

Study Plan

A. We are still in the Season of Pentecost. Pentecost ends on November 28,
2026

B.  We have 11 Tuesday sessions left after tonight

C. We will continue to teach and preach (Sundays from the Book of Acts) on

the Holy Spirit and subjects related to the Holy Spirit
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III. Tonight’s Focus: The Work of the Holy Spirit in the Old Testament
A.  Most people do not think of the Old Testament when they think about the
Holy Spirit
1. Most references are to New Testament texts and stories
2.  One of the main texts — Acts 2:1-13 NIV

When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. 2Suddenly a
sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house
where they were sitting. 3 They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated
and came to rest on each of them. 4 All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and
began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them. ®Now there were staying
in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation under heaven. ® When they heard
this sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment, because each one heard their own
language being spoken. 7 Utterly amazed, they asked: “Aren’t all these who are
speaking Galileans? 8 Then how is it that each of us hears them in our native
language? ° Parthians, Medes and Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and
Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, '° Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya
near Cyrene; visitors from Rome ' (both Jews and converts to Judaism); Cretans and
Arabs—we hear them declaring the wonders of God in our own tongues!” 2 Amazed
and perplexed, they asked one another, “What does this mean?” 1> Some, however,
made fun of them and said, “They have had too much wine.”

B.  This Bible Study will show that the Holy Spirit was present, moving, and
working from creation and throughout the Old Testament.

IV. Information and Analysis
A.  See the Bible as a developmental story, not as disconnected parts or
periods
1. How most of us see the Bible now

Old Testament||Intertestamental Period||[New Testament

2.  How I suggest we see the Bible

Old Testament — Intertestamental Period —
New Testament

B.  The unity, sovereignty, and “mystery” of God
1.  The personalities of God
a. Father (not in the male sense)
b.  Son (Jesus Christ)
c.  Holy Spirit
2.  The nature of God
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a.  Omnipotent
b.  Omniscient
c.  Omnipresent

ALL OF GOD IS EVERYWHERE, ALL THE TIME!

V. The Holy Spirit Was Present At the Very Moment of Creation

A. The phrase “Holy Spirit” only appears 3 times in the Old Testament

a. Psalm 51:11: Cast me not away from your presence, and take not
your Holy Spirit from me.

b. Isaiah 63:10: But they rebelled and grieved his Holy Spirit;
therefore he turned to be their enemy.

c. Isaiah 63:11: Where is he who put in the midst of them his Holy
Spirit,

B.  The Old Testament refers to the Holy Spirit most frequently as the "Spirit
of God" or the "Spirit of the Lord" rather than the exact phrase "Holy
Spirit."

C. “Ruach” — Hebrew word translated to mean “breath, wind, spirit.”

el roo-alth) igdghe

=w word for Spirie:
breath. or wind.

www life-inevitable.com

SHESONO ___m__.aA

1.  Ruach Elohim — the Spirit of God or the breath of God. It represents
an invisible, powerful, life-giving force
2.  Ruach Yahweh — the Spirit of the Lord
D. A Listing: 75-90 references in the Bible

L=

Genesis
. Genesis 1:1-2 — “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 2 Now
the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and
the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters.” We could end the Bible Study
right here.
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. Genesis 6:3 — “My Spirit”
. Genesis 41:38 — “the Spirit of God” in Joseph

Exodus
« Exodus 28:3 — spirit of wisdom given for priestly garments
. Exodus 31:3 — Bezalel filled with the Spirit of God
. Exodus 35:31 — Bezalel filled with the Spirit of God

Numbers

. Numbers 11:17 — God takes of the Spirit upon Moses and places it upon the
elders

« Numbers 11:25 — the Spirit rests upon the seventy elders

« Numbers 11:26 — the Spirit rests upon Eldad and Medad

« Numbers 11:29 — Moses desires that the LORD put His Spirit upon all His
people

« Numbers 24:2 — Spirit of God comes upon Balaam

« Numbers 27:18 — Joshua described as a man “in whom is the spirit”

Deuteronomy
. Deuteronomy 34:9 — Joshua filled with the spirit of wisdom

Judges

. Judges 3:10 — Spirit of the LORD comes upon Othniel
Judges 6:34 — Spirit of the LORD comes upon/clothes Gideon
Judges 11:29 — Spirit of the LORD comes upon Jephthah
Judges 13:25 — Spirit of the LORD begins to stir Samson
Judges 14:6 — Spirit of the LORD comes powerfully upon Samson
Judges 14:19 — Spirit of the LORD comes powerfully upon Samson
Judges 15:14 — Spirit of the LORD comes powerfully upon Samson

1 Samuel
. 1 Samuel 10:6 — Spirit of the LORD comes powerfully upon Saul
1 Samuel 10:10 — Spirit of God comes powerfully upon Saul
1 Samuel 11:6 — Spirit of God comes powerfully upon Saul
1 Samuel 16:13 — Spirit of the LORD comes powerfully upon David
1 Samuel 16:14 — Spirit of the LORD departs from Saul
1 Samuel 19:20 — Spirit of God comes upon Saul's messengers
1 Samuel 19:23 — Spirit of God comes upon Saul

2 Samuel
. 2 Samuel 23:2 — “The Spirit of the LORD spoke through me”

1 Kings
. 1Kings 18:12 — Obadiah speaks of the Spirit of the LORD carrying Elijah away
. 1 Kings 22:24 — “Which way did the Spirit of the LORD go...?”
2 Kings
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. 2 Kings 2:16 — the prophets speculate that the Spirit of the LORD may have
carried Elijah away

1 Chronicles
« 1 Chronicles 12:18 — the Spirit comes upon Amasai
« 1 Chronicles 28:12 — David's plans given “by the Spirit” (translation varies)

2 Chronicles
« 2 Chronicles 15:1 — Spirit of God comes upon Azariah
. 2 Chronicles 18:23 — “Which way did the Spirit of the LORD go...?”
« 2 Chronicles 20:14 — Spirit of the LORD comes upon Jahaziel
« 2 Chronicles 24:20 — Spirit of God comes upon Zechariah

Nehemiah
. Nehemiah 9:20 — “You gave your good Spirit to instruct them”
. Nehemiah 9:30 — God warned Israel “by your Spirit through your prophets

Job

2»

Job 26:13 — God's Spirit/breath involved in the heavens; translation varies
Job 27:3 — God's breath/Spirit in Job; translation varies

Job 32:8 — “the spirit in a person, the breath of the Almighty”

Job 33:4 — “The Spirit of God has made me”

Psalms
. Psalm 51:11 — “Do not...take your Holy Spirit from me”
Psalm 104:30 — “When you send your Spirit, they are created”
. Psalm 139:7 — “Where can I go from your Spirit?”
. Psalm 143:10 — “May your good Spirit lead me”

Isaiah
Isaiah contains one of the richest Old Testament concentrations of teaching about
God's Spirit.

. Isaiah 11:2 — Spirit of the LORD rests upon the Messiah

o Spirit of wisdom

Spirit of understanding
Spirit of counsel
Spirit of might
Spirit of knowledge

o fear of the LORD
Isaiah 30:1 — plans “not by my Spirit”
Isaiah 32:15 — Spirit poured upon God's people from on high
Isaiah 34:16 — “His Spirit” gathers them; translation varies
Isaiah 40:13 — “Who can fathom/direct the Spirit of the LORD?”
Isaiah 42:1 — “I will put my Spirit on him”
Isaiah 44:3 — “I will pour out my Spirit on your offspring”
Isaiah 48:16 — “the Sovereign LORD has sent me, endowed with his Spirit” /

o O O O
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“the Lord GOD has sent me, and his Spirit”

Isaiah 59:19 — Spirit/breath of the LORD; translation varies
Isaiah 59:21 — “My Spirit, who is on you”

Isaiah 61:1 — “The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD is on me”
Isaiah 63:10 — Israel “grieved his Holy Spirit”

Isaiah 63:11 — God “set his Holy Spirit among them”
Isaiah 63:14 — “the Spirit of the LORD gave them rest”

Ezekiel
Ezekiel has an extraordinary concentration of references to God's Spirit.
. Ezekiel 2:2 — the Spirit enters Ezekiel and raises him to his feet
Ezekiel 3:12 — the Spirit lifts Ezekiel up
Ezekiel 3:14 — the Spirit lifts him and takes him away
Ezekiel 3:24 — the Spirit enters him and raises him
Ezekiel 8:3 — the Spirit lifts him between earth and heaven; translation varies
Ezekiel 11:1 — the Spirit lifts Ezekiel
Ezekiel 11:5 — Spirit of the LORD comes upon Ezekiel
Ezekiel 11:24 — the Spirit lifts him and brings him to the exiles
Ezekiel 36:26—27 — “I will put my Spirit in you”
Ezekiel 37:1 — Ezekiel brought out “by the Spirit of the LORD”
Ezekiel 37:9—10 — breath/Spirit enters the dry bones; intentional ruach
wordplay
. Ezekiel 37:14 — “I will put my Spirit in you and you will live”
. Ezekiel 39:29 — “I will pour out my Spirit on the people of Israel”
. Ezekiel 43:5 — the Spirit lifts Ezekiel and brings him into the inner court

Daniel
Daniel is somewhat different. Several passages describe a supernatural spirit within
Daniel, but Nebuchadnezzar and others use language commonly translated “spirit of
the holy gods.” Therefore, these should not automatically be treated as direct biblical
titles for the Holy Spirit.
Relevant passages include:

. Daniel 4:8
Daniel 4:9
Daniel 4:18
Daniel 5:11
Daniel 5:12
Daniel 5:14

. Daniel 6:3
These require special treatment because the wording comes largely from pagan rulers
describing Daniel, rather than God's own revelation naming the Holy Spirit.

Micah
« Micah 2:7 — “Is the Spirit of the LORD restricted/impatient?”
« Micah 3:8 — “I am filled with power, with the Spirit of the LORD”
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Haggai

. Haggai 2:5 — “My Spirit remains among you”

Zechariah

« Zechariah 4:6 — “Not by might nor by power, but by my Spirit”
. Zechariah 6:8 — God's Spirit given rest; translation varies
. Zechariah 7:12 — words the LORD sent “by his Spirit through the earlier

prophets”

« Zechariah 12:10 — God pours out “a spirit/the Spirit of grace and

supplication”; translation varies

Joel

. Joel 2:28 — “I will pour out my Spirit on all people”
. Joel 2:29 — “I will pour out my Spirit in those days”

V. The Progressive Work of the Holy Spirit in the Old Testament

The Work of the Spirit
In Creation

Gives skill and wisdom
Equips leaders
Empowers judges

Empowers kings
Speaks through prophets

Can be resisted/grieved
Guides God’s people
Promised to the Messiah
Promised to God’s people
Poured Out Universally
Brings Inner Transformation
Brings Life

V. Lessons

Key Passages

Genesis 1:2; Job 33:4; Psalm 104:30
Exodus 28:3; 31:3; 35:31

Numbers 11:17—29; 27:18; Deuteronomy 34:9
Judges 3:10; 6:34; 11:29; 13:25; 14:6; 15:14
1 Samuel 10:6-10; 11:6; 16:13

2 Samuel 23:2; Nehemiah 9:30; Ezekiel 2:2
Micah 3:8; Zechariah 7:12

Isaiah 63:10

Nehemiah 9:20; Psalm 143:10; Isaiah 63:14
Isaiah 11:1-2; 42:1; 61:1

Isaiah 32:15; 44:3; Ezekiel 36:26-27; 37:14
Joel 2:28-29

Ezekiel 36:26-27

Ezekiel 37:1-14

A. The Holy Spirit was very much present in the Old Testament.

B.  There is one God who has revealed Godself in 3 ways: Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit. We do not serve or worship 3 Gods.

C. There is only one Holy Spirit. The same Holy Spirit in the Old
Testament is the same Holy Spirit in the New Testament.

VI. Next Week
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Flu Shot Clinic

St. Matthew AME Church
336 Oakwood Avenue, Orange
Sunday, September 13, 2026; 10 am to 1 pm

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention recommend getting a flu shot as
the first and most important step in protecting yourself this cold and flu season.

Please note: The flu shot clinic will be
e Consent forms will be provided in administered by the Department of
advance of the clinic date and should ~ €ommunity & Global Health at
be completed prior to arrival. A RIS sSallt,
e A valid photo ID will be required for

verification. RWBarna bas

Flu Shots Are Free! HEALTH
Advanced registration is recommended. A Sevant e,
Click here to register: https://forms.gle/ SAINTRASTIEW
PtcJGCQUKIC3DQXT8 R e

. ¢ Love fon God's Peo
Please call 973-678-1217 or email Buconer- Befoch - Pavees. Boshie
healthwellness@stmatthewwame.org with Rev. Melvin E. Wilson
questions. Pastor/Teacher
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Rev. Dr. Jo-An Owings, Presiding Elder
Rev. K. Pearl Marsh, Director

WHAT IS
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION?

Christian Education is the
teaching, nurturing, discipling,
and equipping ministry of the
Church. It helps people of all
ages grow in their knowledge
of God, deepen their
relationship with Jesus Christ, _
understand our faith, and
become equipped to live and
serve as disciples.

Christian Education
does not only happen
on Sunday morning.

Whenever we are intentionally
teaching God’s Word, developing
disciples, nurturing Christian
character, equipping leaders,
strengthening families, or
preparing believers for

Christian service —

Christian Education
is at work!

EQUIPPING
PEOPLE FOR A BRIGHTER

TOMORROW

IN CHRIST

—

"CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

IS MORE THAN

SUNDAY SCHOOL!

“Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom;
teaching and admonishing one another...”

Colossians 3:16 (KJV)

WHAT FALLS UNDER THE CHRISTIAN

©C00000000000060000000000

EDUCATION UMBRELLA?
Christian Education may include:
Church School / Sunday School
Bible Study
Vacation Bible School
Children’s Ministry
Youth Ministry
Young Adult Christian Education
Adult & Senior Christian Education
New Members / New Disciples Classes
Discipleship & Spiritual Formation
Teacher & Christian Education Worker Training
Leadership Development
AME History, Doctrine, Discipline & Polity Education
Membership Training
Stewardship Education
Evangelism & Mission Education
Marriage & Family Life Education
Christian Parenting Education
College & Career Ministry
Scholarship & Academic Enrichment
Tutoring & Mentoring Programs
Social Justice & Social Action Education
Health, Wellness & Mental Wellness Education
Technology, STEAM & Digital Discipleship
Worship Education

Christian Education Workshops, Institutes,
Retreats & Conferences

“Study to shew thyself approved unto God...”

2 Timothy 2:15 (KJV)

SEPTEMBER IS CHRISTIAN EDUCATION MONTH

LEARN.
GROW.
DISCIPLE.

SERVE.
TRANSFORM.

——

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
CONNECTS THE WHOLE CHURCH!

Christian Education also collaborates
with and supports the teaching and
discipleship work occurring throughout
the ministries and organizations of the
African Methodist Episcopal Church.

That means Christian Education can
partner with ministries such as the
Women’s Missionary Society, Young
People’s and Children’s Division (YPD),
Richard Allen Young Adult Council
(RAYAC), Sons of Allen, Lay Organization,
and other ministries serving children,
youth, adults, families, and seniors.

ASK YOUR CHURCH:
Where is Christian Education
happening in OUR congregation?

Look beyond the classroom!

If we are...

TEACHING the Word.

MAKING disciples.

EQUIPPING leaders.
NURTURING children and families.
MENTORING the next generation.
DEVELOPING Christian character.
PREPARING people to serve.
TRANSFORMING our communities...

WE ARE DOING

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION!

i

Let us recommit ourselves to being a teaching church, a learning church, a discipling church,
and a growing church — developing disciples who are equipped to make a difference for Christ, the Church, and the world.

————

Newark District Christian Education Department

AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH
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Saint Matthew Health & Wellness Ministry

BLUEPRINT for
WELLNESS @@

. () suNDAY sEPTEMBER, 13TH
 ' 9 336 Oakwood Ave, Orange, NJ

" D 10:00AM

Health Screenings

Early Detection & Informed Health

e Prostate-Specific Antigen
Test

YOUR PRIME e Risk of Diabetes

OPPORTUNITY “e Heart Health
o Liver & Kidney Health
(&) NO INSURANCE? « Thyroid Health
NO PROBLEM! » Many other health factors

This is a free screening. No
insurance required. Please bring a

valid ID. Questions? Contact Us :

@ BLOOD TEST . 973.678.1217
Blood Drawwill besscheduledsta Bd healthwellness@stmatthewame.org
Quest Diagnostics Center Near @ 336 Oakwood Ave, Orange, NJ
You! Results will be mailed to you
in booklet report format. A S Chancg

¢ A\\ﬂNTWR\—I—u
@ Quest Diagnostics ( Quest ‘J}":“,.‘Awlv.,‘:.g% %‘LL!\EE"
¥ / Foundation™ ! g) Diagnostics® s L o oi's P

= oy e
Fecoer + Leffes + Lavens . Feslore

CHOOSE A HEALTHY LIFE

BLUEPRINT FOR WELLNESS
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Seniors Ministr

SEPTEMBER 16, 2026
1:15 PM

Come Dressed Comfortable
to Move & Workout

336 Oakwood Avenue, Orange, NJ
For Information Call (973) 678-1217

Rev. Melvin E. Wilson
Pastor/Teacher
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