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I. Bible Study Schedule

• In-person Bible Study on the first Tuesday of each month (weather and schedule
permitting.  Why?

• Online on the other Tuesdays

• Several Bible Study options
1. Wednesday in the Word (3rd Wednesday)
2. Men’s Bible Study (every Saturday at 8 am online)
3. Women’s Bible Study (every second Saturday at 9 am online)
4. ASK Monthly Study of Women in the Bible (every fourth Saturday at 9 am

online)
5. Church School for all ages (every Sunday after worship)
6. A Tribe Called Thrive for younger adults (18-40ish, every Sunday after

worship)

II. Study Plan
A. We are still in the Season of Pentecost.  Pentecost ends on November 28,

2026
B. We have 11 Tuesday sessions left after tonight
C. We will continue to teach and preach (Sundays from the Book of Acts) on

the Holy Spirit and subjects related to the Holy Spirit
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III. Tonight’s Focus: The Work of the Holy Spirit in the Old Testament
A. Most people do not think of the Old Testament when they think about the

Holy Spirit
1. Most references are to New Testament texts and stories
2. One of the main texts – Acts 2:1-13 NIV

When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. 2 Suddenly a 
sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house 
where they were sitting. 3 They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated 
and came to rest on each of them. 4 All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and 
began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.  5 Now there were staying 
in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation under heaven. 6 When they heard 
this sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment, because each one heard their own 
language being spoken. 7 Utterly amazed, they asked: “Aren’t all these who are 
speaking Galileans? 8 Then how is it that each of us hears them in our native 
language?  9 Parthians, Medes and Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and 
Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya 
near Cyrene; visitors from Rome 11 (both Jews and converts to Judaism); Cretans and 
Arabs—we hear them declaring the wonders of God in our own tongues!” 12 Amazed 
and perplexed, they asked one another, “What does this mean?” 13 Some, however, 
made fun of them and said, “They have had too much wine.” 

B. This Bible Study will show that the Holy Spirit was present, moving, and
working from creation and throughout the Old Testament.

IV. Information and Analysis
A. See the Bible as a developmental story, not as disconnected parts or

periods
1. How most of us see the Bible now

Old Testament||Intertestamental Period||New Testament 

2. How I suggest we see the Bible

Old Testament  Intertestamental Period
New Testament 

B. The unity, sovereignty, and “mystery” of God
1. The personalities of God

a. Father (not in the male sense)
b. Son (Jesus Christ)
c. Holy Spirit

2. The nature of God
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   a. Omnipotent 
   b. Omniscient 
   c. Omnipresent 
 

All of God is Everywhere, All the Time! 
 
V. The Holy Spirit Was Present At the Very Moment of Creation 
 A. The phrase “Holy Spirit” only appears 3 times in the Old Testament 

a. Psalm 51:11: Cast me not away from your presence, and take not 
your Holy Spirit from me. 

b. Isaiah 63:10: But they rebelled and grieved his Holy Spirit; 
therefore he turned to be their enemy. 

c. Isaiah 63:11: Where is he who put in the midst of them his Holy 
Spirit, 

B. The Old Testament refers to the Holy Spirit most frequently as the "Spirit 
of God" or the "Spirit of the Lord" rather than the exact phrase "Holy 
Spirit." 

C. “Ruach” – Hebrew word translated to mean “breath, wind, spirit.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Ruach Elohim – the Spirit of God or the breath of God.  It represents 
an invisible, powerful, life-giving force 

2. Ruach Yahweh – the Spirit of the Lord 
D. A Listing: 75-90 references in the Bible 

 

Genesis 
• Genesis 1:1-2 — “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 2 Now 

the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and 
the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters.”  We could end the Bible Study 
right here. 
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• Genesis 6:3 — “My Spirit”  
• Genesis 41:38 — “the Spirit of God” in Joseph  

 

Exodus 
• Exodus 28:3 — spirit of wisdom given for priestly garments  
• Exodus 31:3 — Bezalel filled with the Spirit of God  
• Exodus 35:31 — Bezalel filled with the Spirit of God  

 

Numbers 
• Numbers 11:17 — God takes of the Spirit upon Moses and places it upon the 

elders  
• Numbers 11:25 — the Spirit rests upon the seventy elders  
• Numbers 11:26 — the Spirit rests upon Eldad and Medad  
• Numbers 11:29 — Moses desires that the LORD put His Spirit upon all His 

people  
• Numbers 24:2 — Spirit of God comes upon Balaam  
• Numbers 27:18 — Joshua described as a man “in whom is the spirit”  

 

Deuteronomy 
• Deuteronomy 34:9 — Joshua filled with the spirit of wisdom  

 

Judges 
• Judges 3:10 — Spirit of the LORD comes upon Othniel  
• Judges 6:34 — Spirit of the LORD comes upon/clothes Gideon  
• Judges 11:29 — Spirit of the LORD comes upon Jephthah  
• Judges 13:25 — Spirit of the LORD begins to stir Samson  
• Judges 14:6 — Spirit of the LORD comes powerfully upon Samson  
• Judges 14:19 — Spirit of the LORD comes powerfully upon Samson  
• Judges 15:14 — Spirit of the LORD comes powerfully upon Samson  

 

1 Samuel 
• 1 Samuel 10:6 — Spirit of the LORD comes powerfully upon Saul  
• 1 Samuel 10:10 — Spirit of God comes powerfully upon Saul  
• 1 Samuel 11:6 — Spirit of God comes powerfully upon Saul  
• 1 Samuel 16:13 — Spirit of the LORD comes powerfully upon David  
• 1 Samuel 16:14 — Spirit of the LORD departs from Saul  
• 1 Samuel 19:20 — Spirit of God comes upon Saul's messengers  
• 1 Samuel 19:23 — Spirit of God comes upon Saul  

 

2 Samuel 
• 2 Samuel 23:2 — “The Spirit of the LORD spoke through me”  

 

1 Kings 
• 1 Kings 18:12 — Obadiah speaks of the Spirit of the LORD carrying Elijah away  
• 1 Kings 22:24 — “Which way did the Spirit of the LORD go...?”  

 

2 Kings 
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• 2 Kings 2:16 — the prophets speculate that the Spirit of the LORD may have 
carried Elijah away  

 

1 Chronicles 
• 1 Chronicles 12:18 — the Spirit comes upon Amasai  
• 1 Chronicles 28:12 — David's plans given “by the Spirit” (translation varies) 

  
2 Chronicles 

• 2 Chronicles 15:1 — Spirit of God comes upon Azariah  
• 2 Chronicles 18:23 — “Which way did the Spirit of the LORD go...?”  
• 2 Chronicles 20:14 — Spirit of the LORD comes upon Jahaziel  
• 2 Chronicles 24:20 — Spirit of God comes upon Zechariah  

 

Nehemiah 
• Nehemiah 9:20 — “You gave your good Spirit to instruct them”  
• Nehemiah 9:30 — God warned Israel “by your Spirit through your prophets”  

 

Job 
• Job 26:13 — God's Spirit/breath involved in the heavens; translation varies  
• Job 27:3 — God's breath/Spirit in Job; translation varies  
• Job 32:8 — “the spirit in a person, the breath of the Almighty”  
• Job 33:4 — “The Spirit of God has made me”  

 

Psalms 
• Psalm 51:11 — “Do not...take your Holy Spirit from me”  
• Psalm 104:30 — “When you send your Spirit, they are created”  
• Psalm 139:7 — “Where can I go from your Spirit?”  
• Psalm 143:10 — “May your good Spirit lead me”  

 

Isaiah 
Isaiah contains one of the richest Old Testament concentrations of teaching about 
God's Spirit. 

• Isaiah 11:2 — Spirit of the LORD rests upon the Messiah  
o Spirit of wisdom  
o Spirit of understanding  
o Spirit of counsel  
o Spirit of might  
o Spirit of knowledge  
o fear of the LORD  

• Isaiah 30:1 — plans “not by my Spirit”  
• Isaiah 32:15 — Spirit poured upon God's people from on high  
• Isaiah 34:16 — “His Spirit” gathers them; translation varies  
• Isaiah 40:13 — “Who can fathom/direct the Spirit of the LORD?”  
• Isaiah 42:1 — “I will put my Spirit on him”  
• Isaiah 44:3 — “I will pour out my Spirit on your offspring”  
• Isaiah 48:16 — “the Sovereign LORD has sent me, endowed with his Spirit” /  
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“the Lord GOD has sent me, and his Spirit”  
• Isaiah 59:19 — Spirit/breath of the LORD; translation varies  
• Isaiah 59:21 — “My Spirit, who is on you”  
• Isaiah 61:1 — “The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD is on me”  
• Isaiah 63:10 — Israel “grieved his Holy Spirit”  
• Isaiah 63:11 — God “set his Holy Spirit among them”  
• Isaiah 63:14 — “the Spirit of the LORD gave them rest”  

 

Ezekiel 
Ezekiel has an extraordinary concentration of references to God's Spirit. 

• Ezekiel 2:2 — the Spirit enters Ezekiel and raises him to his feet  
• Ezekiel 3:12 — the Spirit lifts Ezekiel up  
• Ezekiel 3:14 — the Spirit lifts him and takes him away  
• Ezekiel 3:24 — the Spirit enters him and raises him  
• Ezekiel 8:3 — the Spirit lifts him between earth and heaven; translation varies  
• Ezekiel 11:1 — the Spirit lifts Ezekiel  
• Ezekiel 11:5 — Spirit of the LORD comes upon Ezekiel  
• Ezekiel 11:24 — the Spirit lifts him and brings him to the exiles  
• Ezekiel 36:26–27 — “I will put my Spirit in you”  
• Ezekiel 37:1 — Ezekiel brought out “by the Spirit of the LORD”  
• Ezekiel 37:9–10 — breath/Spirit enters the dry bones; intentional ruach 

wordplay  
• Ezekiel 37:14 — “I will put my Spirit in you and you will live”  
• Ezekiel 39:29 — “I will pour out my Spirit on the people of Israel”  
• Ezekiel 43:5 — the Spirit lifts Ezekiel and brings him into the inner court  

 

Daniel 
Daniel is somewhat different. Several passages describe a supernatural spirit within 
Daniel, but Nebuchadnezzar and others use language commonly translated “spirit of 
the holy gods.” Therefore, these should not automatically be treated as direct biblical 
titles for the Holy Spirit. 
Relevant passages include: 

• Daniel 4:8  
• Daniel 4:9  
• Daniel 4:18  
• Daniel 5:11  
• Daniel 5:12  
• Daniel 5:14  
• Daniel 6:3  

These require special treatment because the wording comes largely from pagan rulers 
describing Daniel, rather than God's own revelation naming the Holy Spirit.  
 

Micah 
• Micah 2:7 — “Is the Spirit of the LORD restricted/impatient?”  
• Micah 3:8 — “I am filled with power, with the Spirit of the LORD”  
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Haggai 
• Haggai 2:5 — “My Spirit remains among you”  

 

Zechariah 
• Zechariah 4:6 — “Not by might nor by power, but by my Spirit”  
• Zechariah 6:8 — God's Spirit given rest; translation varies  
• Zechariah 7:12 — words the LORD sent “by his Spirit through the earlier 

prophets”  
• Zechariah 12:10 — God pours out “a spirit/the Spirit of grace and 

supplication”; translation varies  
 

Joel 
• Joel 2:28 — “I will pour out my Spirit on all people”  
• Joel 2:29 — “I will pour out my Spirit in those days” 

 

V. The Progressive Work of the Holy Spirit in the Old Testament 
 
The Work of the Spirit   Key Passages 

In Creation      Genesis 1:2; Job 33:4; Psalm 104:30 

Gives skill and wisdom              Exodus 28:3; 31:3; 35:31 

Equips leaders                         Numbers 11:17–29; 27:18; Deuteronomy 34:9 

Empowers judges                                           Judges 3:10; 6:34; 11:29; 13:25; 14:6; 15:14 

Empowers kings                                             1 Samuel 10:6-10; 11:6; 16:13 
Speaks through prophets                             2 Samuel 23:2; Nehemiah 9:30; Ezekiel 2:2 
                                                                           Micah 3:8; Zechariah 7:12 
Can be resisted/grieved                                Isaiah 63:10 
Guides God’s people                                      Nehemiah 9:20; Psalm 143:10; Isaiah 63:14 
Promised to the Messiah                              Isaiah 11:1-2; 42:1; 61:1 
Promised to God’s people                            Isaiah 32:15; 44:3; Ezekiel 36:26-27; 37:14 
Poured Out Universally                                Joel 2:28-29 
Brings Inner Transformation                      Ezekiel 36:26-27 
Brings Life                                                       Ezekiel 37:1-14 

 

 

V. Lessons 
 A. The Holy Spirit was very much present in the Old Testament. 

B. There is one God who has revealed Godself in 3 ways: Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit.  We do not serve or worship 3 Gods. 

C. There is only one Holy Spirit.  The same Holy Spirit in the Old 
Testament is the same Holy Spirit in the New Testament. 

 
VI. Next Week 
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