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I.

MATTHEW 13:33 – 6 TRANSLATIONS/PARAPHRASES

The New International Version
(1984)
He told them still another
parable: “The kingdom of
heaven is like yeast that a
woman took and mixed into a
large amount of flour until it
worked all through the dough.”

The New King James
The Message
Version
Another parable He spoke Another story. “God’s kingdom is
to them: “The kingdom of like yeast that a woman works
heaven is like leaven, which into the dough for dozens of
a woman took and hid in
loaves of barley bread—and
three measures of meal till it waits while the dough rises
was all leavened.”

NIV 2010
He told them still another
parable: “The kingdom of
heaven is like yeast that a
woman took and mixed into
about sixty pounds of flour until
it worked all through the
dough.”

NRSV
NLT
He told them another
Jesus also used this illustration:
parable: “The kingdom of
“The Kingdom of Heaven is like
heaven is like yeast that a the yeast a woman used in
woman took and mixed in making bread. Even though she
with three measures of flour put only a little yeast in three
until all of it was leavened.” measures of flour, it permeated
every part of the dough.”

II.

LUKE 13:20-21 – 6 TRANSLATIONS/PARAPHRASES

NIV84
Again he asked, “What shall I
compare the kingdom of God
to? It is like yeast that a woman
took and mixed into a large
amount of flour until it worked
all through the dough.”

NKJV
The Message
And again He said, “To what He tried again. “How can I picture
shall I liken the kingdom of God’s kingdom? It’s like yeast
God? It is like leaven which that a woman works into enough
a woman took and hid in
dough for three loaves of bread—
three measures of meal till and waits while the dough rises.”
it was all leavened.”

NIV 2010
Again he asked, “What shall I
compare the kingdom of God
to? It is like yeast that a woman
took and mixed into about sixty
pounds of flour until it worked
all through the dough.”

NRSV
NLT
And again he said, “To what He also asked, “What else is the
should I compare the
Kingdom of God like? It is like the
kingdom of God? It is like yeast a woman used in making
yeast that a woman took bread. Even though she put only a
and mixed in with three
little yeast in three measures of
measures of flour until all of flour, it permeated every part of
it was leavened.”
the dough.”

III.

ANALYSIS OF THE TEXT
A.
Another “kingdom” parable
1.
Why do you think we are encountering so many “kingdom” parables?
B.
Use of leaven/yeast
1.
22 times in the Old Testament
a.
First use – Exodus 12:15
2.
17 times in the New Testament
3.
Leaven/yeast almost always represents sin/evil. Why?
a.
Leaven/yeast is basically old, fermented dough that is placed in new
dough to make it rise.
b.
Only need a little of it to make the dough rise.

“Don’t you know that a little yeast works through the whole batch of dough?” 1 Cor. 5:b
“A little yeast works through the whole batch of dough.” Galatians 5:9.
c.

What does this say about the effect of sin on our lives?

IV.

DECODING THE PARABLE
A.
Major question – What does the leaven/yeast mean?
1.
The negative perspective – evil doctrine that works its way into the
kingdom.
2.
The positive perspective – the kingdom of God will rise or grow in the world
and in a person’s life.

V.

SPIRITUAL/LIFE APPLICATION
A.
We must recognize the explosive power of small things.
B.
Let’s talk about INFLUENCE. How much influence do you have? Do you even
know?
C.
It will work if you work it.
D.
Are you willing to “work your way through” a situation?
E.
There is always a relationship between the old and the new. The challenge is to
correctly define what that relationship is.

Join us on the St. Matthew Prayer Line tomorrow morning at 6:30 am
(515) 604-9855, Access Code 886823#

